8                 HENRY HOWARD: THE EARL OF SURREY
edge Surrey's admirable qualities by the customary method of
acLwledging the abilities of those who opposed his Majesty's
Wm Hen^ VIII-or those who could stamp the royal signa-
ture'of an unconscious king to documents-sent Henry, Earl
of Surrey to the executioner's block on Tower Hill nine days
before deaft claimed the corpulent body of the first English
king habitually addressed as "Your Majesty.